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course slightly as well as the ease with
which it could be traveled, all trails
eventually do, but over the centuries
and through today, it has continued to
connect the people of Mexico and the
United States.

Revitalizing it will, undoubtedly,
lead to many future discoveries that
reconnect Hispanic citizens of our two
countries even more closely through
the ties of common family historical
and cultural heritage. Revitalizing the
Camino Real will also allow the larger
family of Americans to participate in
and benefit from that effort. It will
lead to a more rounded, more holistic
view of the history of our continent,
one that will enable us to continue to
discover and explore the commonal-
ities that bond our two countries.

On March 22 of this year, I was privi-
leged to have my office host officials of
Mexico’s Instituto Nacional de
Antropologia e Historia when they
signed a landmark agreement with the
U.S. Bureau of Land Management con-
cerning the recognition, protection,
and promotion of the Camino Real.
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Consideration of this legislation
today demonstrates that the agree-
ment signed on March 22 was not a
mere paper agreement; rather, it pro-
vided a remarkable beginning that will
lead to increased understanding in the
future, an understanding that says,
when people of goodwill will come to-
gether to share their fortunes through
family, historical, cultural and eco-
nomic connections, they enrich not
only each other but all of those around
them.

Mr. GILCHREST. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr.
Speaker, I yield such time as he may
consume to my colleague from the
great State of Texas (Mr. REYES) who
represents this area and has played a
real leadership role on this issue.

Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman for yielding me the time.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to be the
sponsor of the El Camino Real de Tier-
ra Adentro National Historic Trail Act.

This trail has a great deal of impor-
tance to the southwest. El Camino
Real de Tierra Adentro, otherwise
known as the Royal Road of the Inte-
rior, served as the primary route be-
tween the colonial Spanish capital of
Mexico City and the Spanish provincial
capitals of San Juan de Los Caballeros,
San Gabriel, and ultimately Santa Fe,
New Mexico.

The portion of El Camino Real de
Tierra Adentro that resided in what is
now the United States extended be-
tween El Paso, Texas, the district that
I represent, and present-day San Juan
Pueblo, New Mexico, a distance of
some 404 miles.

El Camino Real is a symbol of the
cultural interaction between nations
and ethnic groups and of the commer-
cial exchange that made possible the
development and growth of our border-

land. American Indian groups dating
back into prehistoric times, especially
the Pueblo Indians of the Rio Grande
River Valley, used the area and the
trail along the Rio Grande long before
Europeans arrived on this continent.

In 1598, Don Juan de Onate led a
Spanish military expedition along
those trails to establish the northern
portion of El Camino Real; and during
the Mexican National Period and part
of the U.S. Territorial Period, El Ca-
mino Real de Tierra Adentro facili-
tated the immigration of people into
New Mexico and other areas that would
ultimately become the United States
of America.

This trail is important to the history
of the borderlands as it was central to
the exploration, conquest, coloniza-
tion, settlement, religious conversion,
and military occupation of the South-
west. Many people used this trail, in-
cluding American Indians, European
immigrants, miners, ranchers, cow-
boys, soldiers and missionaries. These
travelers promoted cultural inter-
action among Spaniards, other Euro-
peans, American Indians, Mexicans and
Americans.

El Camino Real fostered the spread of
Catholicism, mining, an extensive net-
work of commerce, and ethnic and cul-
tural traditions including music, folk-
lore, medicine, foods, architecture, lan-
guage, place names, irrigation systems,
and Spanish law, to name a few. This
trail is important to the cultural his-
tory and the rich heritage of the
Southwest and of this country.

H.R. 2271 amends the National Trails
System Act to designate El Camino
Real de Tierra Adentro as a National
Historic Trail. This noncontroversial
legislation prohibits the acquisition of
any lands or interests outside the exte-
rior boundaries of any federally admin-
istered area for El Camino Real de
Tierra Adentro.

With the amendment today, which
we are willing to accept, this bill or a
similar bill has already been passed by
the Senate. The Senate bill was spon-
sored by Senator JEFF BINGAMAN and
cosponsored by Senator PETE DOMENICI.

I would like to thank the gentleman
from Alaska (Chairman YOUNG) and the
gentleman from California (Mr.
GEORGE MILLER) as well as the gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. HANSEN) as well
as the gentleman from Puerto Rico
(Mr. ROMERO-BARCELO), the ranking
member of that committee, for the
work that they did to move this bill
out of the committee and onto the
House floor for today’s vote.

I would also like to thank my col-
league and good friend the gentleman
from New Mexico (Mr. UDALL) for his
help in this legislation. He is a cospon-
sor of this legislation and clearly ap-
preciates the historical impact that
the trail has had on two nations.

I hope that my colleagues will sup-
port me in the passage of this legisla-
tion. I urge my colleagues to support
this legislation.

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr.
Speaker, I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. GILCHREST. Mr. Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PETRI). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. GILCHREST) that the House
suspend the rules and pass the bill,
H.R. 2271, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
f

WHITE CLAY CREEK WILD AND
SCENIC RIVERS SYSTEM ACT

Mr. GILCHREST. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
Senate bill (S. 1849) to designate seg-
ments and tributaries of White Clay
Creek, Delaware and Pennsylvania, as
a component of the National Wild and
Scenic Rivers System, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:
S. 1849

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘White Clay
Creek Wild and Scenic Rivers System Act’’.
SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds that—
(1) Public Law 102–215 (105 Stat. 1664) di-

rected the Secretary of the Interior, in co-
operation and consultation with appropriate
State and local governments and affected
landowners, to conduct a study of the eligi-
bility and suitability of White Clay Creek,
Delaware and Pennsylvania, and the tribu-
taries of the creek for inclusion in the Na-
tional Wild and Scenic Rivers System;

(2) as a part of the study described in para-
graph (1), the White Clay Creek Wild and
Scenic Study Task Force and the National
Park Service prepared a watershed manage-
ment plan for the study area entitled ‘‘White
Clay Creek and Its Tributaries Watershed
Management Plan’’, dated May 1998, that es-
tablishes goals and actions to ensure the
long-term protection of the outstanding val-
ues of, and compatible management of land
and water resources associated with, the wa-
tershed; and

(3) after completion of the study described
in paragraph (1), Chester County, Pennsyl-
vania, New Castle County, Delaware, New-
ark, Delaware, and 12 Pennsylvania munici-
palities located within the watershed bound-
aries passed resolutions that—

(A) expressed support for the White Clay
Creek Watershed Management Plan;

(B) expressed agreement to take action to
implement the goals of the Plan; and

(C) endorsed the designation of the White
Clay Creek and the tributaries of the creek
for inclusion in the National Wild and Scenic
Rivers System.
SEC. 3. DESIGNATION OF WHITE CLAY CREEK.

Section 3(a) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers
Act (16 U.S.C. 1274(a)) is amended by adding
at the end the following:

‘‘(162) WHITE CLAY CREEK, DELAWARE AND
PENNSYLVANIA.—The 190 miles of river seg-
ments of White Clay Creek (including tribu-
taries of White Clay Creek and all second
order tributaries of the designated segments)
in the States of Delaware and Pennsylvania,
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as depicted on the recommended designation
and classification maps (dated June 2000), to
be administered by the Secretary of the Inte-
rior, as follows:

‘‘(A) 30.8 miles of the east branch, includ-
ing Trout Run, beginning at the headwaters
within West Marlborough township down-
stream to a point that is 500 feet north of the
Borough of Avondale wastewater treatment
facility, as a recreational river.

‘‘(B) 15.0 miles of the east branch beginning
at the southern boundary line of the Borough
of Avondale to a point where the East
Branch enters New Garden Township at the
Franklin Township boundary line, including
Walnut Run and Broad Run outside the
boundaries of the White Clay Creek Preserve,
as a recreational river.

‘‘(C) 4.0 miles of the east branch that flow
through the boundaries of the White Clay
Creek Preserve, Pennsylvania, beginning at
the northern boundary line of London Brit-
ain township and downstream to the con-
fluence of the middle and east branches, as a
scenic river.

‘‘(D) 6.8 miles of the middle branch, begin-
ning at the headwaters within Londonderry
township downstream to a point that is 500
feet north of the Borough of West Grove
wastewater treatment facility, as a rec-
reational river.

‘‘(E) 14 miles of the middle branch, begin-
ning at a point that is 500 feet south of the
Borough of West Grove wastewater treat-
ment facility downstream to the boundary of
the White Clay Creek Preserve in London
Britain township, as a recreational river.

‘‘(F) 2.1 miles of the middle branch that
flow within the boundaries of the White Clay
Creek Preserve in London Britain township,
as a scenic river.

‘‘(G) 17.2 miles of the west branch, begin-
ning at the headwaters within Penn town-
ship downstream to the confluence with the
middle branch, as a recreational river.

‘‘(H) 12.7 miles of the main stem, excluding
Lamborn Run, that flow through the bound-
aries of the White Clay Creek Preserve,
Pennsylvania and Delaware, and White Clay
Creek State Park, Delaware, beginning at
the confluence of the east and middle
branches in London Britain township, Penn-
sylvania, downstream to the northern bound-
ary line of the city of Newark, Delaware, as
a scenic river.

‘‘(I) 5.4 miles of the main stem (including
all second order tributaries outside the
boundaries of the White Clay Creek Preserve
and White Clay Creek State Park), beginning
at the confluence of the east and middle
branches in London Britain township, Penn-
sylvania, downstream to the northern bound-
ary of the city of Newark, Delaware, as a
recreational river.

‘‘(J) 16.8 miles of the main stem beginning
at Paper Mill Road downstream to the Old
Route 4 bridge, as a recreational river.

‘‘(K) 4.4 miles of the main stem beginning
at the southern boundary of the property of
the corporation known as United Water
Delaware downstream to the confluence of
White Clay Creek with the Christina River,
as a recreational river.

‘‘(L) 1.3 miles of Middle Run outside the
boundaries of the Middle Run Natural Area,
as a recreational river.

‘‘(M) 5.2 miles of Middle Run that flow
within the boundaries of the Middle Run
Natural Area, as a scenic river.

‘‘(N) 15.6 miles of Pike Creek, as a rec-
reational river.

‘‘(O) 38.7 miles of Mill Creek, as a rec-
reational river.’’.
SEC. 4. BOUNDARIES.

With respect to each of the segments of
White Clay Creek and its tributaries des-
ignated by the amendment made by section

3, in lieu of the boundaries provided for in
section 3(b) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers
Act (16 U.S.C. 1274(b)), the boundaries of the
segment shall be 250 feet as measured from
the ordinary high water mark on both sides
of the segment.
SEC. 5. ADMINISTRATION.

(a) BY SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.—The
segments designated by the amendment
made by section 3 shall be administered by
the Secretary of the Interior (referred to in
this Act as the ‘‘Secretary’’), in cooperation
with the White Clay Creek Watershed Man-
agement Committee as provided for in the
plan prepared by the White Clay Creek Wild
and Scenic Study Task Force and the Na-
tional Park Service, entitled ‘‘White Clay
Creek and Its Tributaries Watershed Man-
agement Plan’’ and dated May 1998 (referred
to in this Act as the ‘‘Management Plan’’).

(b) REQUIREMENT FOR COMPREHENSIVE MAN-
AGEMENT PLAN.—The Management Plan shall
be considered to satisfy the requirements for
a comprehensive management plan under
section 3(d) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers
Act (16 U.S.C. 1274(d)).

(c) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS.—In order to
provide for the long-term protection, preser-
vation, and enhancement of the segments
designated by the amendment made by sec-
tion 3, the Secretary shall offer to enter into
a cooperative agreement pursuant to sec-
tions 10(c) and 11(b)(1) of the Wild and Scenic
Rivers Act (16 U.S.C. 1281(e), 1282(b)(1)) with
the White Clay Creek Watershed Manage-
ment Committee as provided for in the Man-
agement Plan.
SEC. 6. FEDERAL ROLE IN MANAGEMENT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Director of the Na-
tional Park Service (or a designee) shall rep-
resent the Secretary in the implementation
of the Management Plan, this Act, and the
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act with respect to
each of the segments designated by the
amendment made by section 3, including the
review, required under section 7(a) of the
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (16 U.S.C.
1278(a)), of proposed federally-assisted water
resources projects that could have a direct
and adverse effect on the values for which
the segment is designated.

(b) ASSISTANCE.—To assist in the imple-
mentation of the Management Plan, this
Act, and the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act with
respect to each of the segments designated
by the amendment made by section 3, the
Secretary may provide technical assistance,
staff support, and funding at a cost to the
Federal Government in an amount, in the
aggregate, of not to exceed $150,000 for each
fiscal year.

(c) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS.—Any coop-
erative agreement entered into under section
10(e) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (16
U.S.C. 1281(e)) relating to any of the seg-
ments designated by the amendment made
by section 3—

(1) shall be consistent with the Manage-
ment Plan; and

(2) may include provisions for financial or
other assistance from the United States to
facilitate the long-term protection, con-
servation, and enhancement of the segments.

(d) NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM.—Notwith-
standing section 10(c) of the Wild and Scenic
Rivers Act (16 U.S.C. 1281(c)), any portion of
a segment designated by the amendment
made by section 3 that is not in the National
Park System as of the date of the enactment
of this Act shall not, under this Act—

(1) be considered a part of the National
Park System;

(2) be managed by the National Park Serv-
ice; or

(3) be subject to laws (including regula-
tions) that govern the National Park Sys-
tem.

SEC. 7. STATE REQUIREMENTS.
State and local zoning laws and ordi-

nances, as in effect on the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, shall be considered to sat-
isfy the standards and requirements under
section 6(c) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers
Act (16 U.S.C. 1277(c)) with respect to the
segment designated by the amendment made
by section 3.
SEC. 8. NO LAND ACQUISITION.

The Federal Government shall not acquire,
by any means, any right or title in or to
land, any easement, or any other interest
along the segments designated by the
amendment made by section 3 for the pur-
pose of carrying out the amendment or this
Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. GILCHREST) and the gen-
tleman from New Mexico (Mr. UDALL)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Maryland (Mr. GILCHREST).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GILCHREST. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rial on S. 1849, as amended.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland?

There was no objection.
Mr. GILCHREST. Mr. Speaker, I

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

(Mr. GILCHREST asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GILCHREST. Mr. Speaker, S.
1849, introduced by Senator JOE BIDEN
from Delaware, designates approxi-
mately 190 miles of segments and tribu-
taries of White Clay Creek in Delaware
and Pennsylvania as a component of
the National Wild and Scenic Rivers
System. Companion legislation was
also introduced by the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. PITTS) who deserves
major credit for crafting this bill.

White Clay Creek is the watershed
for more than 69,000 acres in south-
eastern Pennsylvania and north-
western Delaware. White Clay Creek is
an important source of drinking water
and also contains recreational, cul-
tural, and scenic resources. Although
much of the land around these seg-
ments is privately owned, surveys by
private property owners have indicated
general support for this legislation.

In 1991, Congress authorized the
White Clay Creek Study Act, which di-
rected the National Park Service to
prepare a study of the eligibility and
suitability of White Clay Creek as a
Wild and Scenic River. This law also
directed the National Park Service and
White Clay Creek Study Task Force to
develop a watershed management plan
for the area. The study indicated the
segments identified in this bill as both
suitable and feasible to be designated
into the Wild and Scenic Rivers Sys-
tem.

Mr. Speaker, during the committee
proceedings on this bill, an amendment
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was passed which excluded some small-
er segments that are not yet suitable
for designation and established the
width of the river segments for the
wild and scenic designation at 250 feet.
We believe that these changes are nec-
essary and, hence, have amended the
Senate bill to include them.

Mr. Speaker, all of the 15 local gov-
ernmental entities within the water-
shed have passed resolutions sup-
porting the designation and implemen-
tation of the management plan. This
bill has the additional support of the
minority and the administration. I
urge all my colleagues to support S.
1849, with an amendment.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

(Mr. UDALL of New Mexico asked
and was given permission to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr.
Speaker, the 102nd Congress commis-
sioned a study of White Clay Creek,
from its headwaters in Delaware to its
confluence with the Christina River in
Pennsylvania, to determine if the
creek and any of its tributaries might
be eligible for designation as part of
the Wild and Scenic Rivers Program.
Ultimately, the study supported such
designation.

As part of the study, the National
Park Service, working with a local
task force, developed a cooperative
management plan which was approved
in 1998. Since completion of the study,
three counties and 13 municipalities in
Delaware and Pennsylvania have
adopted resolutions endorsing designa-
tion of the creek.

S. 1849 would amend the Wild and
Scenic Rivers Act to add several seg-
ments of White Clay Creek and its trib-
utaries to the program. Under the leg-
islation, the river will be managed co-
operatively between the Secretary and
State and local governments, con-
sistent with the 1998 management plan.
The bill prohibits any Federal land ac-
quisition for the purpose of carrying
out this act.

Mr. Speaker, we join the administra-
tion and the local communities in sup-
porting passage of S. 1849, as amended.

I commend the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. GILCHREST) and other
members of the committee for their
work on this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. GILCHREST. Mr. Speaker, I
yield such time as he may consume to
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
PITTS) the author of this legislation.

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman for yielding me the time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong
support of the White Clay Creek Wild
and Scenic Rivers Systems Act.

This bill represents a community-
driven effort to preserve the White

Clay Creek watershed, which is located
in southeastern Pennsylvania and
northwestern Delaware. The watershed
is one of only a few relatively un-
spoiled river systems remaining in the
highly developed corridor between
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and the
Wilmington-Newark Delaware corridor.
It is a valuable natural, ecological, and
historic resource, as well as an impor-
tant water resource for millions of
families in the surrounding regions.

My personal desire to see this water-
shed preserved goes back almost 30
years. In fact, my son and I used to fish
for trout there when he was a boy.

The White Clay Creek, however, is
being threatened by rapid development
in the region. To preserve the creek, to
protect its water quality and conserve
the wildlife in the watershed, it is im-
portant that we designate the creek as
a Wild and Scenic River.

This bill is the culmination of more
than 8 years of hard work by the local
community. I have worked closely with
farmers, landowners, concerned citi-
zens, State and local officials, and the
National Park Service to draft the
amended language contained in this
bill. It has been encouraging to me to
see all interested parties work together
toward the common goal of preserving
this watershed.

This effort provides us with an excel-
lent model of how to succeed in pro-
tecting our environment and natural
resources. It has been a grassroots, a
bi-state, and bipartisan effort from the
beginning.

The Wild and Scenic designation will
bring the resources that the Federal
Government has to offer without
ceding local control. Townships and
boroughs, which historically have con-
trolled development, will retain the
power they have always had. This des-
ignation will simply give us another
tool to make sure that this important
natural resource is not lost to future
generations.

The White Clay Creek Wild and Sce-
nic Rivers System Act has the over-
whelming support of everyone involved
in the process.

I especially want to thank the gen-
tleman from Alaska (Chairman YOUNG)
from the Committee on Resources and
the gentleman from Utah (Chairman
HANSEN) of the Subcommittee on Na-
tional Parks and Public Lands for their
support of this legislation and their
leadership in bringing this bill to the
House floor.

I urge Members to support preserving
the environment and to vote yes on
this bill.

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
strong support of S. 1849, the ‘‘White Clay
Creek Wild and Scenic Rivers Act.’’ I am
proud to be an original cosponsor of this legis-
lation to designate officially White Clay Creek
and its tributaries as part of the National Park
Service’s National Wild and Scenic Rivers
System.

This bill is the culmination of over 30 years
of grassroots efforts to bring attention to the

unique qualities of White Clay Creek and to
build consensus to protecting its beauty from
the adverse consequences of urban sprawl.
White Clay Creek is located in the densely
populated area between Philadelphia, Penn-
sylvania and Newark, Delaware.

White Clay Creek is well worth protecting.
There are 38 properties in the watershed that
have been listed on the National Register of
Historic Places.

In addition, the watershed is home to three
endangered plant species and 100 more plant
species of ‘‘special concern’’ to the State of
Delaware.

With regards to wildlife, the endangered bog
turtle is found in the watershed along with 38
‘‘rare’’ animal species on Delaware’s list of
‘‘special concern.’’

Because the watershed is located in the
middle of the Atlantic flyway, it is the northern
boundary for many southern species of birds
and the southern boundary for many northern
species of birds. In total, there are about 200
bird species in the watershed, including the
American bald eagle.

In addition, White Clay Creek serves as a
vital source of drinking water for New Castle
County, Delaware and Chester County, Penn-
sylvania.

Finally, White Clay Creek watershed is a
popular location for fishing (particularly trout
fishing), hiking, jogging, swimming, bird-watch-
ing, horseback riding, skating, sledding, cross-
country skiing, photography, and limited deer
hunting.

In September 1999, the National Parks
Service released its final report, as ordered by
Congress in 1991, recommending the size and
scope of the wild and scenic designation for
White Clay Creek. The study confirmed the
beliefs of the citizens living in the watershed
that there was popular support for protecting
the watershed’s natural, historic, and rec-
reational resources. In fact, 89 percent of the
landowners surveyed agreed to support land
use regulations and programs to conserve and
protect the watershed. At the same time a ma-
jority believed that there must be room for
planned residential, commercial, and industrial
growth.

Therefore, a White Clay Creek Task Force
of private landowners, river-related organiza-
tions, and all levels of government developed
the White Clay Creek Management Plan to
designate a total of 191 miles, 24 miles as
scenic and 167 miles as recreational, or White
Clay Creek as suitable for the National Wild
and Scenic River System.

All fifteen of the local governments in the
watershed, including the city of Newark and
New Castle County, passed resolutions sup-
porting the management plan. The designated
scenic areas flow through the White Clay
Creek Preserve and the White Clay Creek
State Park.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to describe exactly what it means and
what it does not mean for White Clay Creek
to be designated wild an scenic. This bill
means that the river receives permanent pro-
tection from federally-licensed or assisted
water resource projects (dams, diversions,
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channelization, etc.) that would have a direct
and adverse effect on its free-flowing condition
or outstanding remarkable resources.

It does not mean that existing wastewater
treatment plants or potential reservoir sites
cannot be expanded to accommodate carefully
planned residential, commercial, and industrial
growth. New Castle County is actively seeking
solutions to water shortage problems, and this
bill does not limit options that are in the best
interests of the citizens of Delaware.

This legislation does not replace the author-
ity of state, county, and municipal govern-
ments to regulate land use in the watershed.

It simply prohibits Federal funds from being
used to interfere with the free-flowing nature of
the river or its unique resources. In doing so,
it elevates the status of the river in competing
for Federal preservations grants. Finally, it mo-
bilizes the states, local governments, and
communities in the watershed to work together
to preserve this unique, free flowing river.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to take a moment
to acknowledge House Resources Committee
Chairman, DON YOUNG; Parks Subcommittee
Chairman, JIM HANSEN; Resources Committee
Staff, Tod Hull; my colleague, JOE PITTS; Na-
tional Parks Staff, Chuck Barscz; and all the
citizens in Delaware and Pennsylvania who
have worked for over 30 years to protect
White Clay Creek.

Mr. Speaker, I believe the combination of
White Clay Creek Watershed’s unique fea-
tures and the strong local support for pro-
tecting the watershed justify its designation as
a wild and scenic river. The Senate passed
companion legislation by unanimous consent
on April 13, 2000. I urge my colleagues to
give their strong support to this bill.

Mr. GILCHREST. Mr. Speaker, I urge
support for the legislation, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PEASE). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. GILCHREST) that the House
suspend the rules and pass the Senate
bill, S. 1849, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the Sen-
ate bill, as amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
f

b 1515

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA AND
UNITED STATES TERRITORIES
CIRCULATING QUARTER DOLLAR
PROGRAM ACT

Mr. BACHUS. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 5010) to provide for a circulating
quarter dollar coin program to com-
memorate the District of Columbia,
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,
Guam, American Samoa, the United
States Virgin Islands, and the Com-
monwealth of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands, and for other purposes, as
amended.

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 5010

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.
This Act may be cited as the ‘‘District of

Columbia and United States Territories Cir-
culating Quarter Dollar Program Act’’.
SEC. 2. ISSUANCE OF REDESIGNED QUARTER

DOLLARS COMMEMORATING THE
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA AND EACH
OF THE TERRITORIES.

Section 5112 of title 31, United States Code,
is amended by inserting after subsection (m)
the following new subsection:

‘‘(n) REDESIGN AND ISSUANCE OF CIRCU-
LATING QUARTER DOLLAR COMMEMORATING
THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA AND EACH OF THE
TERRITORIES.—

‘‘(1) REDESIGN IN 2009.—
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding the

fourth sentence of subsection (d)(1) and sub-
section (d)(2) and subject to paragraph (6)(B),
quarter dollar coins issued during 2009, shall
have designs on the reverse side selected in
accordance with this subsection which are
emblematic of the District of Columbia and
the territories.

‘‘(B) FLEXIBILITY WITH REGARD TO PLACE-
MENT OF INSCRIPTIONS.—Notwithstanding
subsection (d)(1), the Secretary may select a
design for quarter dollars issued during 2009
in which—

(i) the inscription described in the second
sentence of subsection (d)(1) appears on the
reverse side of any such quarter dollars; and

(ii) any inscription described in the third
sentence of subsection (d)(1) or the designa-
tion of the value of the coin appears on the
obverse side of any such quarter dollars.

‘‘(2) SINGLE DISTRICT OR TERRITORY DE-
SIGN.—The design on the reverse side of each
quarter dollar issued during 2009 shall be em-
blematic of 1 of the following: The District of
Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico, Guam, American Samoa, the United
States Virgin Islands, and the Common-
wealth of the Northern Mariana Islands.

‘‘(3) SELECTION OF DESIGN.—
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Each of the 6 designs re-

quired under this subsection for quarter dol-
lars shall be—

‘‘(i) selected by the Secretary after con-
sultation with—

‘‘(I) the chief executive of the District of
Columbia or the territory being commemo-
rated, or such other officials or group as the
chief executive officer of the District of Co-
lumbia or the territory may designate for
such purpose; and

‘‘(II) the Commission of Fine Arts; and
‘‘(ii) reviewed by the Citizens Commemora-

tive Coin Advisory Committee.
‘‘(B) SELECTION AND APPROVAL PROCESS.—

Designs for quarter dollars may be submitted
in accordance with the design selection and
approval process developed by the Secretary
in the sole discretion of the Secretary.

‘‘(C) PARTICIPATION.—The Secretary may
include participation by District or terri-
torial officials, artists from the District of
Columbia or the territory, engravers of the
United States Mint, and members of the gen-
eral public.

‘‘(D) STANDARDS.—Because it is important
that the Nation’s coinage and currency bear
dignified designs of which the citizens of the
United States can be proud, the Secretary
shall not select any frivolous or inappro-
priate design for any quarter dollar minted
under this subsection.

‘‘(E) PROHIBITION ON CERTAIN REPRESENTA-
TIONS.—No head and shoulders portrait or
bust of any person, living or dead, and no
portrait of a living person may be included
in the design of any quarter dollar under this
subsection.

‘‘(4) TREATMENT AS NUMISMATIC ITEMS.—For
purposes of sections 5134 and 5136, all coins
minted under this subsection shall be consid-
ered to be numismatic items.

‘‘(5) ISSUANCE.—

‘‘(A) QUALITY OF COINS.—The Secretary
may mint and issue such number of quarter
dollars of each design selected under para-
graph (4) in uncirculated and proof qualities
as the Secretary determines to be appro-
priate.

‘‘(B) SILVER COINS.—Notwithstanding sub-
section (b), the Secretary may mint and
issue such number of quarter dollars of each
design selected under paragraph (4) as the
Secretary determines to be appropriate, with
a content of 90 percent silver and 10 percent
copper.

‘‘(C) SOURCES OF BULLION.—The Secretary
shall obtain silver for minting coins under
subparagraph (B) from available resources,
including stockpiles established under the
Strategic and Critical Materials Stock Pil-
ing Act.

‘‘(D) TIMING AND ORDER OF ISSUANCE.—
Coins minted under this subsection com-
memorating the District of Columbia and
each of the territories shall be issued in
equal sequential intervals during 2009 in the
following order: the District of Columbia,
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, Guam,
American Samoa, the United States Virgin
Islands, and the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands.

‘‘(6) OTHER PROVISIONS.—
‘‘(A) APPLICATION IN EVENT OF ADMISSION AS

A STATE.—If the District of Columbia or any
territory becomes a State before the end of
the 10-year period referred to in subsection
(l)(1), subsection (l)(7) shall apply, and this
subsection shall not apply, with respect to
such State.

‘‘(B) APPLICATION IN EVENT OF INDEPEND-
ENCE.—If any territory becomes independent
or otherwise ceases to be a territory or pos-
session of the United States before quarter
dollars bearing designs which are emblem-
atic of such territory are minted pursuant to
this subsection, this subsection shall cease
to apply with respect to such territory.

‘‘(7) TERRITORY DEFINED.—For purposes of
this subsection, the term ‘territory’ means
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, Guam,
American Samoa, the United States Virgin
Islands, and the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands.’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PEASE). Pursuant to the rule, the gen-
tleman from Alabama (Mr. BACHUS)
and the gentlewoman from California
(Ms. WATERS) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Alabama (Mr. BACHUS).

Mr. BACHUS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

(Mr. BACHUS asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BACHUS. Mr. Speaker, today the
House meets to consider a bill that
builds on the immense popularity of
the 50-State quarter program that has
vast numbers of Americans looking in
their pocket every day at their change.
This is an addition which should be
made to the legislation. It is overdue,
and it recognizes the contributions of
the District of Columbia and the U.S.
territories.

There are many issues in this coun-
try that divide us, but there are issues
that unite us; and I am happy to arise
today in the spirit of unity in a bipar-
tisan way to celebrate our diversity, to
celebrate the territories that are a part
of these United States and also the Dis-
trict of Columbia. It is appropriate and
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